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Benefits of Massage Improve with Frequency

Karrie Osborn

What kind of massage client are you? Do
you make an appointment after
someone has given you a massage gift
certificate? Do you try to get in every
now and then for a stress-relieving
tune-up? Or do you see your therapist
religiously--once a week, every three
weeks, once a month?

While getting a massage--regardless of
how often--is incredibly beneficial to
your body and mind, getting frequent
massage treatments is even more
powerful as a healthcare ally.

"People who get massage regularly
demonstrate a reduction in pain and
muscular tension and an improvement
in posture,” says Anne Williams, author

Stress Killer

One way in which frequent massage can
improve our quality of life is by
alleviating stress. Experts say most
disease is stress-related, and nothing
ages us faster--inside or out--than the
effects of stress. As stress-related
diseases continue to claim more lives
every year, the increasingly deadly role
stress plays in modern-day life is
painfully clear.

Massage is a great way to take charge and
reverse the situation. Mary Beth Braun
and Stephanie Simonson, authors of
Introduction to Massage Therapy
(Lippincott  Williams and  Wilkins,
2007), explain the benefits of massage

Regularly scheduled massage has proven a powerful ally in health and wellness.

of Spa Bodywork: A Guide for Massage
Therapists (Lippincott Williams and
Wilkins, 2006).

"People regularly make a commitment
to fitness. People regularly make a
commitment to changing their diet. The
difference they'd experience if they
regularly made a commitment to
massage is mind-blowing," she says.

therapy in the simplest of terms:
"Healing input influences healing
output.” They note that frequent

massage can reduce the accumulation of
stress and improve overall health. "The
benefits of massage are cumulative,” they
write.

Continued on page 2

Happiness
depends upon
ourselves

-Aristotle
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This being the case, it only makes sense
that those aches and pains you see your
massage therapist for might disappear
faster, stay away longer, or even go away
altogether with more frequent visits.
Stress might never reach those
physiologically detrimental levels where
the immune system is suppressed or the
nervous system is sent into an alarm state
if you are able to receive stress-relieving
bodywork with some consistency. Not
only would your body benefit by
regularly unleashing its aches and pains
instead of adapting to them, but your
mind would have time to wash away the
stresses of a life lived in overdrive. Both
are critical pieces for living well.

Experts say the body and mind can learn
to live more calmly, more efficiently,
and more healthfully when frequent
massage shows the way. That makes for a
healthier whole, allowing us to continue
to live life at its fullest, even as we deal
with each new stress or challenge.

Preventive Measures

In so many ways, massage is preventive
health care. Yes, it can address injuries,
scar tissue, and chronic pain, as well as
provide relief for cancer patients and
reduce hospitalization for premature
babies, among many other valuable
benefits (go to Massagetherapy.com for
more information on the myriad
benefits of massage). But when the
healthy, and trying-to-be-healthy,
among us seek out massage on a regular
basis, it helps us live a proactively
healthier life.

Since bodywork influences every system
in the body, there are enormous
possibilities created by increasing the
frequency in which you address those
systems. It's best to discuss your session
goals with your massage therapist and
together devise a plan of frequency that
meets your needs, while taking into
account your therapist's best advice.

Body Awareness

According to Benny Vaughn, sports
massage expert and owner of Athletic
Therapy Center in Fort Worth, Texas,
one of the benefits of consistent and
regular massage therapy is better
flexibility. "This happens because
regular and structured touch stimulus
enhances the nervous system's sensory
and spatial processing capacity,” he says.

"That is, the person becomes more
aware of their body's movement in space
and becomes more aware of tightness or
pain long before it reaches a critical
point of mechanical dysfunction."

Quite simply, frequent massage puts you
more in tune with your body. "The
consistency of massage therapy over time
creates a cumulative stress reduction
effect,” Vaughn says. "The person
becomes acutely aware of stress within
their body long before it can create
stress-driven damage."

He says the consistency of receiving
regular massage therapy has the potential
to create a cumulative wellness effect.
"Ultimately when one feels good, our
whole being follows suit on all other
levels--i.e., decision-making is better,
processing life events is better, and
being happy is easier when you are not
in pain or feeling "heavy’ or 'tight."

Williams says she's certain people's lives
would be changed if they could schedule
massage and bodywork more frequently.
"l encourage clients to commit to
getting massage once a week for a month
and then evaluate the results they get,"”
she says. "l guarantee they will become
massage enthusiasts for life."

Massage Can...

--Alleviate low-back pain and increase
range of motion.

--Create body self-awareness.
--Improve muscle tone and stimulate
their nerve supply.
--Improve elasticity of
promote skin rejuvenation.
--Improve sleep and calm the mind.
--Increase endorphin and seratonin
production.
--Reduce edema,
inflammation.
--Release negative holding patterns
from previous injuries.

skin and

as well as joint

A consistent massage routine helps you manage stress before it causes illness.




Why Buy Organic?

Is the Higher Price Worth 1t?

While shopping in your grocery store's
produce section, you may notice the
organically grown apples are pocked and
not as big and perfectly round as the
conventional produce, but they are
more expensive. What's the difference,
and which do you choose? Your
decision may significantly impact not
only your health but the health of the
planet and the economy.

Defining "Organic"

Organic foods are derived from
sustainable farming practices that
maintain and replenish soil fertility
without the use of toxic pesticides and
fertilizers. These foods are minimally
processed and do not include artificial
ingredients or preservatives. On the
other hand, conventional farms often
rely heavily on pesticides, genetic
modification, synthetic hormones, and
antibiotics.

Does It Really Matter?

To understand the fallout of
conventional farming is to realize the
argument for organics. Bob Scowcroft,

executive director of the Organic
Farming Research Foundation, touches
on the devastating consequences of
pesticides. "DDT nearly eliminated the
American eagle by affecting their ability
to reproduce” he says. "Since World War
I, we've introduced more than 9,000
chemicals into the environment. And we
don't know the full impact on humans
and different sized humans,” he adds,
alluding to studies revealing damaging
effects on children.

When you buy organically certified
foods, you're ensured they are free of
pesticides, hormones, antibiotics, and
genetic DNA modification.

"Organics are  better for the
environment, and it's an investment in
the revitalization of rural America,"
Scowcroft says. Organic farms are
usually smaller, family-owned farms
contributing to the economy of
struggling rural America, he explains.
The organic choice may be a little more
expensive, but it's an investment in your
health and the future.

Massage for Old Injuries

Ancient Injuries Don't Have to Make You Feel Old

Art Riggs

Injuries such as chronic back pain, trick
knees, and sticky shoulders are not
necessarily something you just have to
live with. Massage techniques might hold
the key to unlocking this old pain.

Will Massage Help?

The benefits of massage will depend on
the extent of the injury, how long ago it
occurred, and on the skill of the
therapist. Chronic and old injuries
often require deeper and more precise
treatments with less emphasis on general
relaxation and working on the whole
body. Massage works best for soft tissue
injuries to muscles and tendons and is
most effective in releasing adhesions and
lengthening muscles that have shortened
due to compensatory reactions to the
injury. Tight and fibrous muscles not

only hurt at the muscle or its tendon,
but can also interfere with proper joint
movement and cause pain far away from
the original injury.

Therapists who perform such work often
have specialized names for their
work--such as orthopedic massage,
neuromuscular  therapy, myofascial
release, medical massage, etc.,--but
many massage therapists utilize an
eclectic approach combining the best of
the specialties.

It Works!

A recent Consumer Reports article ran
the results of a survey of thousands of its
readers and reported that massage was
equal to chiropractic care in many areas,
including back and neck pain. Massage

also ranked significantly higher than
some other forms of treatment, such as
physical therapy or drugs.

If that nagging injury persists, consider
booking a massage. Be sure to discuss
the injury with your practitioner: How
did you receive the injury? Have you
reinjured it? And what exactly are your
symptoms? Often, the body
compensates in one area to protect
another that has been traumatized, and
this can create new problems.

Discuss the issues with your massage
therapist. (Sometimes just talking about
old injuries can play a significant role in
the healing process.) Together, the two
of you can work to determine a
treatment plan.
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